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HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor WDAS FM and AM Radio, one 
of Philadelphia’s most significant cultural insti-
tutions, on its 50th anniversary. 

Many of my colleagues recognize that Phila-
delphia is America’s premier music cities. 
Philadelphia has a history of producing Amer-
ica’s music. And since 1950, WDAS has been 
the sound of Philadelphia. 

But this jewel of the airways has been more 
than entertainment for my neighbors and I. 
WDAS has also been the soul and the con-
science of our city. The FM station is one of 
the few music outlets that has consistently 
maintained a commitment to producing hard 
news for its audience. It has always main-
tained an unbiased editorial department, and 
would class news bureau, which has produced 
journalistic giants like CBS’ Ed Bradley or talk 
radio’s Karen Warrington. Whether the story is 
an election campaign, a major fire or a local 
tragedy, if it happened in the past 50 years, 
WDAS covered it. 

Mr. Speaker, WDAS AM also serves a 
major role in the lives of my constituents. It 
provides in-depth discussion of current events 
through magazine shows and talk programs. 
And worship is not left off that station’s menu. 
My dear friend and Pennsylvania State Rep-
resentative Louise Bishop hosts one of the na-
tion’s premier gospel and worship shows on 
that station. She brings light to the lives of so 
many people who are shut in and cannot get 
to services or who attend at a different time. 

Most importantly, this station proves that 
music without questionable lyrics, faith based 
broadcasting, news and information do not 
have to serve as loss leaders on a station’s 
play list. After 50 years of quality broad-
casting, WDAS continues to dominate the rat-
ings. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this station and 
all my friends who have made its success 
possible over the years. I know that all my col-
leagues will join me in honoring this monu-
ment to Philadelphia culture. 
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HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise on be-
half of the Congressional Black Caucus and 
the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 
to celebrate the cultural achievements and 
monumental contributions to music in both 
America and around the world as a result of 
the creative genius and work of Ester Gordy 
Edwards. On this special occasion, I am hon-
ored to present to the 106th Congress, a na-
tional treasure who has been one of the most 
important and influential historical figures of 

the 20th century in the development of 
music—Ester Gordy Edwards. 

As one of the chief executives and adminis-
trators during Motown’s first decade, Ester 
Gordy Edwards, in collaboration with her leg-
endary brother Barry Gordy, was instrumental 
in the success of Motown through her admin-
istrative and talent development skills. She 
was one of the key architects of marketing the 
Motown Sound overseas, and helped to bring 
rhythm and blues, in particular, rhythms and 
harmonies from gospel music, to millions of 
listeners in America and around the world. 

The ‘‘Motown Sound’’ has brought joy and 
delight to countless fans, and is a uniquely 
American art form that will endure the test of 
time. It is my heart felt belief that because of 
the work of Ester Gordy Edwards, the music 
and spirit of Motown will always be with us; 
because it is music from the heart, it is about 
love, peace and harmony, it is brilliant, sophis-
ticated, dynamic, and soulful beyond descrip-
tion. Motown music transcends race, class, 
and culture. This is one of Motown’s most pro-
found and powerful historical legacies—pro-
moting brotherhood, humanity, and love 
through music. 

During Motown’s first decade, Mrs. Edwards 
was head of the Artists Personal Management 
Division of Motown. From her director’s posi-
tion, she guided the career and development 
of world-famous recording artists, including: 
Diana Ross, The Supremes, Smokey Robin-
son, The Miracles, The Temptations, The Four 
Tops, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, Mary 
Wells, Martha Reeves, and many other out-
standing artists and musicians. Simulta-
neously, Mrs. Edwards directed Motown’s 
International Operations, setting up foreign li-
censees, and sub-publishers, worldwide. Mrs. 
Edwards’ outstanding administration of these 
areas greatly enhanced Motown’s phenomenal 
growth into the world’s largest independent 
record manufacturer. 

In 1972, when Motown Record Corporation 
moved its headquarters from downtown Detroit 
to Los Angeles, California, Mrs. Edwards re-
mained in Detroit as head of Motown’s Public 
Affairs Division, and CEO of Detroit oper-
ations. Ongoing public visits and public de-
mand resulted in the official founding of the 
Motown Historical Museum, Inc. in 1985. 

Ester Gordy Edwards is also Vice Chair of 
the African American Heritage Association 
(AAHA) which provided the African American 
Room in the Ethnic Heritage Center at Wayne 
State University. She is a former member of 
the National Board of Directors of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-Violent Social 
Change and a former Trustee of the Founders 
Society of the Detroit Institute of Arts. 

Mrs. Edwards is a member of Bethel A.M.E. 
Church, Alpha Kappa Alpha and Gamma Phi 
Delta sororities. She is listed in ‘‘Who’s Who 
in America’’ and ‘‘Who’s Who in the World.’’ 
One of her cherished honors is being selected 
in 1994 ‘‘Distinguished Warrior’’ by the Detroit 
Urban League, for her notable leadership in 
the community and lifetime devotion to improv-
ing conditions in society. Esther Gordy Ed-
wards is the daughter of the late Bertha and 
Berry Gordy Sr., widow of the late Michigan 
State Representative George H. Edwards, and 
mother of one son, Robert B. Bullock by a 
previous marriage. She is stepmother to the 

Honorable Harry T. Edwards, Judge, U.S. 
Court of Appeals, District of Columbia; Verne 
Edwards DeBorge and Pamela Edwards Mat-
thews. 

I am proud to honor my close friend Ester 
Gordy Edwards today, and am one of many 
admirers of her dedication to excellence and 
her desire to enrich and strengthen the African 
American community. Ester Gordy Edwards is 
a pioneer of African American music, and will 
forever be remembered as a distinguished 
woman who has served as a positive role 
model for African American youth. She gave 
hope to millions of African Americans by 
showing that hard work, dedication to your ca-
reer, and the quest for excellence can trans-
late into dreams fulfilled and lives enriched. 
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 7, 2000 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
would ask his colleagues to note that Hispanic 
Heritage Month begins next week on Sep-
tember 15th. Hispanic Heritage Month is cele-
brated nationally and in this Member’s home 
state of Nebraska from September 15th to Oc-
tober 15th. For Nebraskans, this is a time for 
us to learn more about an ethnic group which 
currently comprises 4 percent of our state’s 
population. In fact, the U.S. Census Bureau 
has noted that Hispanics are the largest mi-
nority group in Nebraska. 

As this member’s colleagues know, individ-
uals throughout this country were involved in 
the celebration of the Library of Congress Bi-
centennial and America’s richly diverse culture 
through the Local Legacies Project. One of the 
projects selected in Nebraska as a ‘‘local leg-
acy’’ was Nuestros Tesoros, translated as Our 
Treasures: A Celebration of Nebraska’s Mexi-
can Heritage. This project resulted in a soft- 
cover book that was the culmination of a part-
nership between the Nebraska Mexican Amer-
ican Commission and the Nebraska State His-
torical Society. The goal of this was to explore 
and document the traditional arts, beliefs, and 
histories of Mexican Americans of Omaha, 
Lincoln, Grand Island, and Scottsbluff. As a 
result of this project, it was discovered that 
Hispanics now live in each of Nebraska’s 93 
counties. It was also noted that while many 
are recent immigrants working in many of Ne-
braska’s food processing plants, still others 
are third- and fourth-generation Nebraskans— 
descendants of those who came to work on 
the railroads throughout Nebraska or in the 
sugar beet fields in western Nebraska. 

We celebrate each and every one of these 
individuals who sought the ‘‘good life’’ that Ne-
braska offers its residents. Therefore, while 
many events are planned throughout the na-
tion to celebrate Hispanic heritage, this Mem-
ber would like to note that the following events 
are a few of those scheduled in Nebraska: 

—September 14th, fundraiser in Omaha at 
El Museo Latino, featuring speaker Jose 
Cuevas, Counsel-General of the new Mexican 
consulate in Omaha; 

—September 16th, celebration in Omaha 
sponsored by the City of Omaha; 
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